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that you should even breath life Into them." Howard
acquiesced, and the gratitude of the University was
formally expressed very properly to Evelyn, who had
been instrumental in effecting this presentation. He?
however, Insisted on their thanks being addressed
to Mr. Howard, and this compliment was also
"handsomely performed53 by four Doctors of the
University.
Evelyn attended the St. Andrew's day dinner of
the Society for thirty-five years without a break3*
and his attendance at the Society's meetings was also
pretty regular, as he notes a number of subjects
which came under discussion: the horn of a fish sent
by the King which struck a dangerous hole in the
keel of a ship, and which, being broken off and left
In the timber,, prevented the vessel from foundering;
an elaborate harpsichord with mechanical con-
trivances attached to It; Sir William Petty'$ double-
bottomed ship, a model of which was presented to the
Society; on other occasions there were experiments
with magnets and experiments with regard to earth-
quakes. When the eccentric Duchess of Newcastle
paid them a visit Pepys was there, and from him we
learn that: "Several fine experiments were shown
her of colours, loadstones, microscopes and of
liquors; among others of one that did while she was
there turn a piece of roasted mutton Into pure blood
which was very rare." It may be seen therefore that
their range was wide, although as yet their know-
ledge may not have been very profound,
*Letter to Pcpys. December $rd, 1696,
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